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Dear Graeme, 
 
I wrote to you on 19 June to update you on my thinking on deposit return, and I mentioned at 
my appearance on Tuesday morning that I would share the next steps shortly.  I am now 
pleased to be in a position to advise Parliament of the Scottish Government’s next steps on 
deposit return. 
 
I would first like to put on record my thanks to Zero Waste Scotland (ZWS) for a thorough 
piece of work to gather and analyse the evidence provided, in part, by stakeholders.  ZWS 
presented their findings to stakeholders at a workshop on Tuesday 27 June, the last 
workshop in the current phase of engagement on the issue, and that work is being published 
on ZWS’ website.  I am also very grateful to those organisations and individuals who shared 
their own evidence and analysis with ZWS, and who identified a range of studies in Europe 
and beyond that considered the issues we are debating here in Scotland. 
 
While ZWS’ work has taken us further along the path of understanding where there might be 
savings and costs for different parts of the value chain,  it is clear that their analysis has 
been constrained by the absence of a specific model for a deposit return system, and it is 
also clear that the scale of any benefits and impacts would be affected by the way that a 
system was designed.     
 
I have therefore asked Zero Waste Scotland to develop a number of models for a deposit 
return system. That work will be overseen by a steering group including those sectors with a 
key interest; and I intend that the models then be subject to a full consultation and 
associated impact assessment.  The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform 
Committee has recognised the complexity of the issue of deposit return, and the work that I 
have commissioned will inform a decision in due course.    
 
 
 
Roseanna Cunningham 


